
be a l i t t l e close to h o m e for some of us. F o r 
e x a m p l e , it m a y be a r g u e d that one way i n w h i c h 
p r o f e s s i o n a l m i d d l e class w o m e n are able to c i r -
c u m l o c u t e this issue is by o r i e n t i n g themselves 
to Day Care rather than c o n f r o n t i n g the d i l e m m a s 
of the domest i c l a b o u r dyad . B u t since Day Care 
w o r k e r s are o n l y s l i g h t l y better p a i d , the genera l 
issue of the d e v a l u a t i o n of w o m e n ' s w o r k is n o t 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y al tered. O r even m o r e i m p o r 
tant ly , d o I a v o i d h i r i n g a B l a c k domest i c over a 
W h i t e one because of the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a 
t ions of seeing myse l f i n s u c h a sterotyped dyad? 
T h e r e is c lear ly a r i c h area of f i e ld research here. 

W h i l e the b o o k does not profess to be a n a n a 
l y t i c a l o r theoret ical treatise o n the issue (the 
s tudy is 127 pages a n d most of this is devoted to 
the 10 case studies) a f r a m e w o r k is nevertheless 
pervasive . A n d that f r a m e w o r k is c lear ly r a c i s m . 
S i l v e r a is q u i t e l i t e ra l w h e n she says her study is 
about Black w o r k i n g - c l a s s w o m e n . B u t the t r u t h 
of the matter is that the d o m e s t i c l a b o u r p r o b l e m 
is first a n d foremost a f e m i n i s t issue, i.e. it is 
a b o u t s e x i s m . W i t h o u t b e c o m i n g over ly c o m 
m i t t e d to a c h i c k e n / e g g a r g u m e n t suff ice it to 
say that w h e n the t w o areas s e x i s m a n d r a c i s m 
m e s h h i s t o r i c a l l y , as we have here, it p r o v i d e s a 
p o l i t i c a l ho tbed . 

S i l v e r a a l so indica tes that n o t h i n g short of a 
soc ia l i s t g o v e r n m e n t w i l l f u n d a m e n t a l l y alter 
the p r o b l e m . Q u o t i n g C h a r l o t t e P e r k i n s G i l -
m a n w h o n o t e d at the t u r n of the c e n t u r y the 
necessity for " teams of trained a n d w e l l - p a i d 
workers , m o v i n g f r o m d w e l l i n g to d w e l l i n g " she 
appears to be suppor t ive of c o n t e m p o r a r y M o l l y 
M a i d services, but S i lvera w o u l d a d d the necessity 
of a soc ia l welfare state w h i c h makes such services 
a n d c h i l d r e a r i n g areas a v a i l a b l e to everyone 
(p. 124). Yet , I cannot h e l p but f i n d this a r o m a n 
tic n o t i o n a n d one w h i c h leaves us i n a status q u o 
s i t u a t i o n . A s S i lvera herself suggests, the history 
of domest ic l a b o u r has s h o w n that progressively 

each g r o u p has f led domest i c l a b o u r w h e n poss i 
ble, regardless of pay a n d w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , 
thus d e m o n s t r a t i n g the d e p t h of the d e v a l u a t i o n 
of w o m e n ' s w o r k . A n d as has become clear, u n t i l 
recently as the f emin is t m o v e m e n t has done l i t t le 
to reorient o u r biases, but rather has c o n t r i b u t e d 
at t imes to the n o t i o n that h o u s e w o r k is shit-
w o r k . N e i t h e r the p r o p e r r e g u l a t i o n n o r enforce
ment of domest i c l a b o u r l a w s c a n eradicate the 
deep u n d e r l y i n g s t igma associated w i t h the prob
l e m - n a m e l y that w o m e n ' s w o r k is i n s i g n i f i c a n t . 
In short, the p r o b l e m is very deep - perhaps far 
deeper t h a n c a p i t a l i s m . T h e n o t i o n of d e v a l u a 
t i o n of w o m e n s w o r k goes back at least as far as 
p r i m i t i v e h u n t i n g a n d g a t h e r i n g societies i n 
w h i c h w o m e n may have been m o t e central to 
subsistence yet s y m b o l i c a l l y were u s u a l l y not 
a c k n o w l e d g e d as such . 

M a k e d a S i l v e r a is a g i f t e d " l i s t e n e r " a n d w r i 
ter w h o seems to sneak i n her s o c i o l o g y a l m o s t 
ef fort lessly . A l t h o u g h I m a y n o t agree to ta l ly 
w i t h her perspect ive , it is a n i m p o r t a n t o n e 
w h i c h raises a variety of c o n t r o v e r s i a l f e m i n i s t 
issues s u r r o u n d i n g the d o m e s t i c l a b o u r c o n t r o 
versy. R e m i n i s c e n t of M a t t h e w ' s Voices From 
the Shadows, a n o t h e r recently p u b l i s h e d C a n a 
d i a n paperback , w h i c h relates the p e r s o n a l exper
iences of d i s a b l e d w o m e n , Silenced c o n t r i b u t e s 
to a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g of w o m e n w h o have m i n o r 
i ty status w i t h i n their o w n gender m i l i e u . Si
lenced s h o u l d become a s t a n d a r d w o m e n ' s s tu
dies text i n C a n a d i a n courses coast to coast. 
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T h e r i c h d i v e r s i t y of l i t e r a t u r e o n w o m e n i n 
the T h i r d W o r l d is i l l u s t r a t e d i n these f o u r selec
t ions . I n the f irst three b o o k s , w o m e n speak for 
themselves . T h e f irst t w o are w r i t t e n by T h i r d 
W o r l d w o m e n ; the t h i r d presents the w o r d s of 
w o m e n as recorded i n a c c o u n t s of their l i fe h i s to 
ries. T h e f o u r t h v o l u m e is a m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l 
c o m p e n d i u m a n d synthesis of studies o n r u r a l 
A s i a n w o m e n ; h o w e v e r , the topics i n c l u d e d , e.g. , 
b i r t h c o n t r o l a n d f a m i l y p l a n n i n g , strategies for 
the p r o v i s i o n of h o u s e h o l d h e l p a n d c h i l d care 
for w o r k i n g w o m e n , are h a r d l y t r a d i t i o n a l fare. 

W o m e n of A f r i c a , A s i a a n d the A m e r i c a s are 
represented here. R a n d a l l ' s c o l l e c t i o n of l i fe h i s 
tories of N i c a r a g u a n w o m e n r e m i n d s us that 
w o m e n c a n be actors w h o c h a n g e society i n r a d i 
c a l w a y s . H o w e v e r , the s h a r p d e p i c t i o n s of c i r 
c u m s t a n c e s u n d e r w h i c h m o s t L a t i n A m e r i c a n 
w o m e n l i v e , as presented by the L a t i n A m e r i c a n 
a n d C a r i b b e a n W o m e n ' s C o l l e c t i v e , suggest that 
m o r e c o m m o n l y w o m e n s truggle aga ins t u n e v e n 
odds i n d e r i v i n g o n l y subsistence for themselves 
a n d the i r dependents . L i n d s a y ' s b o o k at tempts 
to b r i d g e the g a p between the concerns o f the 
T h i r d W o r l d w o m e n i n d e v e l o p i n g a n d deve
l o p e d n a t i o n s by a r g u i n g that the s t r u c t u r a l 
bases of i n e q u a l i t y i n the t w o contexts are m u c h 
the same. I n contrast , W h y t e a n d W h y t e suggest 
that the c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y i n r u r a l A s i a u n d e r 
m i n e s a t tempts at g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g w o 

m e n ' s p o s i t i o n s . A l l f o u r books describe the d i re 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s u n d e r w h i c h so m a n y w o m e n 
l i v e . 

Bever ly L i n d s a y ' s edi ted v o l u m e argues that 
the T h i r d W o r l d is f o u n d i n b o t h d e v e l o p i n g 
and deve loped n a t i o n s , for it is not a place as 
m u c h as a s t r u c t u r a l r e l a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l a n d 
s o c i o e c o n o m i c e x p l o i t a t i o n . I n d e v e l o p i n g n a 
t ions , e x p l o i t a t i v e re la t ions based o n c o l o n i a l 
i s m a n d n e o c o l o n i a l i s m p r o f i t the Wes tern deve
l o p e d n a t i o n s . I n d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s , m i n o r i t y 
g r o u p s are d e p e n d e n t o n a n d d o m i n a t e d by a n 
essential ly w h i t e m a j o r i t y . I n b o t h s i tua t ions , 
T h i r d W o r l d w o m e n suffer s e x i s m a l o n g w i t h 
the r a c i s m a n d class e x p l o i t a t i o n exper ienced by 
the i r m e n . 

A r t i c l e s o n w o m e n i n d e v e l o p i n g countr ies 
i n c l u d e three o n A f r i c a n w o m e n , one o n C h i n e s e 
w o m e n , o n e o n w o m e n i n N o r t h e r n I n d i a a n d 
o n e each o n C a r i b b e a n , C u b a n a n d L a t i n A m e r 
i c a n w o m e n . M i n o r i t y w o m e n i n the U n i t e d 
States are represented i n articles o n N a t i v e A m e r 
i c a n , H i s p a n i c , B l a c k a n d V i e t n a m e s e i m m i 
grant w o m e n . P a r t i c u l a r l y w e l c o m e are the a r t i 
cles o n w o m e n a b o u t w h o m we have heard very 
l i t t l e — t h e V i e t n a m e s e i m m i g r a n t s , the factory 
w o r k e r s i n N o r t h e r n I n d i a , a n d the p r o f e s s i o n a l 
w o m e n i n K e n y a . 

T h e ar t ic les p r o v i d e a g o o d m i x o f q u a l i t a t i v e 
a n d q u a n t i t a t i v e m a t e r i a l . I n Joseph 's art ic le o n 
C a r i b b e a n w o m e n , for e x a m p l e , the c o m p o s i t e 
p o r t r a i t s of w o m e n i n dif ferent classes v i v i d l y 
r e m i n d s us of the l ives b e h i n d the faceless statis
tics o n i n c o m e , h o u s i n g , h e a l t h a n d e d u c a t i o n . 
L i n d s a y ' s i n t r o d u c t o r y a n d c l o s i n g sections, as 
w e l l as f requent references i n other articles to 
other c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n the v o l u m e , h e l p create a 
u n i t y o f ten l a c k i n g i n s u c h v o l u m e s . T h e b o o k 
w o u l d be a u s e f u l a d d i t i o n i n courses o n the 
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l s tudy o f w o m e n , m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d soc ia l i n e q u a l i t y . 



T h a t w o m e n i n d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s o f t e n l i v e 
i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s q u i t e unlike those of m i n o r i t y 
w o m e n i n N o r t h A m e r i c a is e l o q u e n t l y expressed 
i n the l i f e histor ies of N i c a r a g u a n w o m e n w h o 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the o v e r t h r o w of the S a m o z a n 
r e g i m e . R a n d a l l i n t r o d u c e s us to a r a n g e of 
w o m e n , d i f f e r i n g i n their p r e - r e v o l u t i o n back
g r o u n d a n d i n the roles they c o n s e q u e n t l y 
p l a y e d i n the r e v o l u t i o n . W h e t h e r u n s c h o o l e d or 
w e l l - e d u c a t e d , r u n n e r of messages or f i e l d c o m 
m a n d e r , these w o m e n shared the effects of their 
m o b i l i z a t i o n . S o m e e x p e r i e n c e d torture a n d de
p r i v a t i o n . N e a r l y a l l exper ienced p r o l o n g e d 
s e p a r a t i o n f r o m c h i l d r e n , parents, a n d spouses. 
T h e " t e s t i m o n i e s " are m o v i n g vignettes of t r i 
u m p h , bravery, a n d sacrifice. 

T h e l i f e h is tor ies were recorded i n the f l u s h of 
v i c t o r y . The w o m e n were o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t N i c a 
ragua 's fu ture a n d their place i n it. ft is d i f f i c u l t 
to i m a g i n e these w o m e n r e t u r n i n g to the t rad i 
t i o n a l roles a n d gender r e l a t i o n s h i p s exper ienced 
p r i o r to their p o l i t i c a l i n v o l v e m e n t . C o m b i n i n g 
the w o m e n ' s o w n w o r d s w i t h p h o t o g r a p h s of 
t h e m , R a n d a l l makes us care a b o u t the w o m e n 
a n d w o n d e r w h a t has been their fate i n the c o n 
t i n u i n g t u r m o i l of N i c a r a g u a . 

T h e o p t i m i s m of R a n d a l l ' s b o o k is i n s h a r p 
contrast to the p r e d o m i n a t e tone of Slai>e of 
Slai>e.s: The Challenge of Latin American Wo
men. In the contexts descr ibed, m a n y m i l l i o n s of 
w o m e n exper ience i l l i t e racy , g r i n d i n g pover ty , 
m a l n u t r i t i o n , a n d disease. T h e s e w o m e n , l i k e 
the i r m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , are e x p l o i t e d by p o w e r s 
b o t h ex terna l a n d i n t e r n a l to their n a t i o n s a n d 
c a n n o t seek redress t h r o u g h their p o l i t i c a l l y 
repressive g o v e r n m e n t s . A s a n added b u r d e n , 
w o m e n suffer the consequences of i n d i g e n o u s 
m a c h i s m o a n d the t r a d i t i o n a l i d e o l o g y of the 
R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . T h e r e seems l i t t l e 
h o p e that the c i rcumstances of m o s t o f these 
w o m e n a n d their f a m i l i e s w i l l be i m p r o v e d i n 
their l i fe t imes . 

E s p e c i a l l y u s e f u l are chapters o n " T h e P a r 
t i c u l a r Charac te r of L a t i n A m e r i c a n W o m e n ' s 
M o v e m e n t s " a n d " C o l u m b i a : F a m i l y L a w a n d 
L e g a l R e f o r m . " Several art ic les discuss the p o l i t 
ics of r e p r o d u c t i o n (e.g., i n P u e r t o R i c o , M e x i c o , 
a n d E c u a d o r ) a n d w o m e n ' s h e a l t h (e.g., i n V e n e 
zuela) . A l t h o u g h some chapters p r o v i d e m o r e 
l e n g t h y d i s c u s s i o n s , m o s t are o n l y sketches. 
Nonethe less , they m a y p r o v i d e the i m p e t u s to 
generate m o r e s u b s t a n t i a l studies. 

In contrast , the v o l u m e by W h y t e a n d W h y t e 
p r o v i d e s l engthy syntheses of f i n d i n g s r e g a r d i n g 
v a r i o u s aspects o f w o m e n ' s l ives i n r u r a l A s i a . 
I n c l u d e d are d i s c u s s i o n s of the d i v i s i o n of l a b o u r 
a n d d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , w o m e n as a source of f a m 
i l y i n c o m e , c o n t r o l of the f a m i l y purse , a n d 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d female e m p l o y m e n t . H o w 
ever, these a u t h o r s stress that the p o s i t i o n of 
w o m e n i n r u r a l A s i a has been large ly deter
m i n e d by i n d i g e n o u s e c o l o g i c a l a d a p t a t i o n (p. 
204). Because of the c u l t u r a l c o m p l e x i t y of the 
area, they eschew fur ther a t tempts at genera l iza 
t i o n . 

F o r those a d v o c a t i n g dependency theory i n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g the forces w h i c h shape the lives 
of T h i r d W o r l d w o m e n (as f o u n d i m p l i c i t l y or 
e x p l i c i t l y i n the three b o o k s a lready discussed), 
the c o n c e p t u a l o r i e n t a t i o n of this b o o k m a y be 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g . H o w e v e r , the d i s c u s s i o n of c o n 
straints o n m a r r i a g e choices , w i d o w h o o d a n d 
d i v o r c e , p o s t - m a r i t a l residence, a n d the q u a l i t y 
of m a r i t a l ties c o n v i n c i n g l y demonstrates h o w 
w o m e n ' s l ives are s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by t r a d i 
t i o n a l c u l t u r e . Descent systems, l a n d tenure 
patterns , a n d r e l i g i o n , i n c l u d i n g the existence of 
caste o r p u r d a h res tr ic t ions , are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i m p o r t a n t . 

W h y t e a n d W h y t e recognize the p r o b l e m s 
associated i n c o m p i l i n g i n f o r m a t i o n o n topics 
over so vast a c u l t u r e r e g i o n a n d f r o m a w i d e 
array o f sources (p . 133). N o n e t h e l e s s , some o f 
the statements r e g a r d i n g c u l t u r a l patterns are 
u n c o n v i n c i n g , f o r e x a m p l e the statement that 



" M a r r i a g e s i n L a o s were i n v a r i a b l y u x o r i l o c a l " 
(p . 110, as q u o t e d f r o m L e v y , 1963). It seems 
u n l i k e l y that some v a r i a t i o n across e t h n i c or 
t r i b a l d i v e r s i t y of L a o s d i d n o t exist . E v e n i f the 
n o r m were u n i f o r m l y u x o r i l o c a l , i t is u n l i k e l y 
that some d i s c r e p a n c y i n pract ice d i d not exist . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , the c o n t e x t u a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
p a r t i c u l a r c u s t o m s is o b s c u r e d by the t o p i c a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of the v o l u m e . I n c o n s i d e r i n g the 
c h o i c e o f m a r r i a g e par tners a m o n g the L i m b u of 
N e p a l , for e x a m p l e , the a u t h o r s i n d i c a t e that 
" T h e r e are often love marriages, based o n a c q u a i n 
tance at the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d c o u r t s h i p d a n c e s " 
(p . 70, as q u o t e d f r o m Jones a n d J o n e s , 1976). 
H o w e v e r , love m a r r i a g e s of ten cons t i tu te second 
a t tempts at m a r r i a g e a n d the s u r v i v a l of m a r 
riages is i n f l u e n c e d by a range of factors (e.g., the 
successful c o m p l e t i o n of b r i d e w e a l t h p a y m e n t s , 
the b i r t h of c h i l d r e n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a s o n , a n d the 
b r i d e ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h her m o t h e r - i n - l a w 
( Jones a n d Jones , 1976). T h e latter i n f o r m a t i o n 
has been o m i t t e d by W h y t e a n d W h y t e , p r e s u m 
a b l y as i t does n o t " f i t " u n d e r the t o p i c of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d c r i t e r i a f o r c h o i c e of m a r r i a g e 
par tners . H o w e v e r , its o m i s s i o n m a k e s L i m b u 
se lec t ion of life-long m a r r i a g e par tners some
t h i n g o ther t h a n w h a t i t is . W h y t e a n d W h y t e 
c a n n o t a n d s h o u l d n o t d u p l i c a t e the detai ls read
i l y a v a i l a b l e i n the o r i g i n a l sources. H o w e v e r , 
the reader m u s t exercise c a u t i o n i n the use of at 
least s o m e of their m a t e r i a l i n the absence o f a 
c o n t e x t u a l d i s c u s s i o n . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , the b o o k is a n exce l lent source of 
b i b l i o g r a p h y a n d i m p l i c i t q u e s t i o n s o n w o m e n ' s 
status i n r u r a l A s i a a n d elsewhere. T h e w e a l t h of 
d e s c r i p t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n c a n be used by those of 
d i f ferent c o n c e p t u a l o r i e n t a t i o n s . I n that sense, 
the W h y t e a n d W h y t e v o l u m e m a y h a v e m o r e 
l o n g term v a l u e t h a n the o ther three b o o k s , 
t h o u g h its theoret ica l f r a m e w o r k a n d style of 
p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l n o t be as i m m e d i a t e l y p o p u l a r . 

N a n c i e l l e n D a v i s 
M o u n t Sa in t V i n c e n t U n i v e r s i t y 

R E F E R E N C E S 

Jones, R . L . and S.K. Jones. The Himalayan Woman. Palo Alia: 
Mayfield, 1976. 

Levy, Banyen Phimmasone. "Yesterday and Today in Laos: A 
Girls's Autobiographical Notes," in Women and the New 
Asia. (ed. B.E. Ward), Paris: U N E S C O , 1963. Pp.244-265. 

The Eaton Drive. The Campaign to Organize 
Canada's Largest Department Store 1948 to 
1952. E i l e e n S u f r i n . Toronto: Fitzhenry and 
Whiteside, 1982, Pp. 240. 

A s u n i o n m e m b e r s h i p m u s h r o o m e d i n the 
p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g W o r l d W a r II, the C a n a d i a n 
C o n g r e s s of L a b o u r ( C C L ) t u r n e d its s ights to 
the u n o r g a n i z e d re ta i l a n d w h o l e s a l e sector, a n d 
i n 1946 dec ided to p ierce the w h i t e - c o l l a r f i e l d 
w i t h a c a m p a i g n to u n i o n i z e the T o r o n t o Eaton 's 
store. A team of organizers was p u t together 
headed by E i l e e n S u f r i n , a m e m b e r of the B . C . 
Stee lworkers ' staff. 

The Eaton Drive is S u f r i n ' s p e r s o n a l a c c o u n t 
of the f ive year s t r u g g l e to b r i n g the u n i o n to 
E a t o n s a n d w h y i t f a i l e d . It is a day by day 
d e t a i l e d l o o k at o n e o f this c o u n t r y ' s no tab le 
u n i o n drives w h i c h p i t t e d the C C L aga ins t w h a t 
was at the t i m e C a n a d a ' s t h i r d largest e m p l o y e r , 
the T . E a t o n C o m p a n y . It is a l s o a u n i o n o r g a n 
i z i n g m a n u a l w h i c h d r a w s o u t the lessons of the 
c a m p a i g n i n terms of g e n e r a l strategies a n d 
techniques for u n i o n b u i l d i n g . 

S u f r i n b e g i n s w i t h a br ie f h i s t o r y of the post
w a r l a b o u r m o v e m e n t a n d e x p l a i n s the reasons 
b e h i n d the d e c i s i o n to organize E a t o n ' s . T h e r e 
are t w o very i n t e r e s t i n g chapters o n depar tment 
stores as e m p l o y e r s a n d m o r e spec i f i ca l ly o n 
E a t o n ' s a n d the E a t o n f a m i l y . E x c e p t for a short 
e p i l o g u e , the rest of the b o o k ' s n ine teen chapters 
describe the c a m p a i g n f r o m its i n c e p t i o n to its 
demise , w i t h b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n o n l a b o u r 
l a w s a n d the g e n e r a l s i t u a t i o n i n the l a b o u r 
m o v e m e n t i n C a n a d a , as w e l l as the U . S . 


