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T h i s a n t h o l o g y e m b o d i e s the s trengths a n d 
the weaknesses of t w o current p h e n o m e n a : the 
rise o f the a m a t e u r ; a n d the c u l t of the c o m m i t 
tee. Women, Work, and Worship in the United 
Church of Canada is the e n d p r o d u c t o f a t w o -
year pro jec t s h e p h e r d e d by S h i r l e y D a v y a n d 
f u n d e d by N a n c y R o w e l l J a c k m a n . It is i n t e n d e d 
to c a p t u r e the h i s t o r y o f the U n i t e d C h u r c h a n d 
its c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n f r o m the perspect ive of its 
w o m e n . A s J a c k m a n says i n her Preface, it is for 
" a l l those w o m e n w h o have g o n e before us, a n d 
... those w h o are to c o m e , w h o need to k n o w w h o 
we are, w h o o u r foremothers were, a n d w h o o u r 
g r a n d a u g h t e r s a n d grandnieces w i l l b e " (p .v) . 
T h e v o l u m e is a c o m p i l a t i o n of mater ia l s sub
m i t t e d by U n i t e d C h u r c h w o m e n , s o m e i n s i g h t 
f u l a n d s o m e i m p o r t a n t , b u t m o s t l y o « J y inter
e s t i n g to " i n s i d e r s . " A n d one suspects even they 
w i l l c o o l towards its f e m i n i s m . G i v e n the p r o 
ject's p u r p o s e , it is n o t s u r p r i s i n g that Women, 
Work and Worship is d i s j o i n t e d ; yet i t need n o t 
have been. If D a v y o r s o m e o n e else h a d t a k e n the 
m a t e r i a l i n h a n d a n d c o n s t r u c t e d a n in tegra ted 
a c c o u n t , the i r subject a n d the ir readers w o u l d 
have been w e l l served. 

T h e v o l u m e has f o u r Sect ions . T h e f irst f o u r 
chapters present a br ie f o v e r v i e w of w o m e n ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the U n i t e d C h u r c h , i n c l u d i n g the 
pre-1962 w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h were 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h m i s s i o n a r y w o r k o r w i t h l o c a l 
projects , a n d the post-1962 U n i t e d C h u r c h W o 
m e n . T h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g chapter is " F a i t h a n d 
F i n a n c e , " i n w h i c h D a v y d o c u m e n t s the s i g n i f i 
cance of w o m e n ' s f u n d r a i s i n g w o r k . Sect ions 2 
a n d 3 (chapters 5 t h r o u g h 7) are arenas for the 
a m a t e u r s , as bits a n d pieces are r e p r o d u c e d f r o m 
s u b m i s s i o n s by l o c a l w o m e n ' s g r o u p s o r i n d i 
v i d u a l s . It is here that the b o o k h o l d s its p r o m i s e 
of e n t e r t a i n m e n t for the l o c a l readers. 

T h e f o u r t h sect ion offers s ix research papers of 
v a r y i n g q u a l i t y . T h e f irst detai ls the rise of 
w o m e n ' s g r o u p s a n d w o m e n i n d i v i d u a l l y to 
p o s i t i o n s i n the c h u r c h structure . T h e second 
traces several f o r m s of C h r i s t i a n f e m i n i s m , u r g 
i n g w h a t w r i t e r R a n d i W a r n e labels " r a d i c a l 
f e m i n i s m . " T h e t h i r d research p a p e r ( C h a p t e r 
10) e x p l a i n s the g r o w t h of the d iaconate for 
w o m e n f r o m its i n c e p t i o n i n 1836 i n G e r m a n y to 
its a d o p t i o n by C a n a d i a n churches i n the f irst 
years of this century . T h e deaconess orders , 
D i a n e H a g l u n d argues, d i d not succeed as a n 
effective v e h i c l e for w o m e n ' s m i n i s t r y . T h e o t h e r 
research papers , (a p r o g r a m m e for l i b e r a t i n g 
C h r i s t i a n i t y t h r o u g h changes i n l a n g u a g e a n d 
i m a g e , a sketch of m i n i s t e r s ' mates, a n d a b i o 
g r a p h y of U n i t e d C h u r c h m i n i s t e r R u t h T i l 
l m a n c o m p o s e d of reminiscences by those w h o 
felt her i n f l u e n c e ) , m e r i t a q u i c k scan. T h i s 
f o u r t h sect ion has g o o d footnotes a n d b i b l i o g r a 
p h i e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , n o one c o m p i l e d a n i n d e x . 

Women, Work and Worship offers o c c a s i o n a l 
i n s i g h t i n t o its subject matter . F o r e x a m p l e , 
A n d r e a Shaver suggests: 

T h e di f ferent expectat ions at tached to m a l e 
a n d female c lergy spouses c a n p r o v i d e v a l 
u a b l e i n s i g h t s i n t o o u r att i tudes as a c h u r c h 
towards w o m e n a n d m e n (p. 248). 

T h e e x a m p l e s i n her ar t i c le p r o v e the usefulness 
of her w o r k o n c lergy spouses. I n a l l i n n o c e n c e , 
the a n o n y m o u s p o e m " T h e L a d i e s A i d " s u m 
marizes the s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d the i n j u s t i c e sur 
r o u n d i n g w o m e n ' s c h u r c h w o r k . C h u r c h e s g o 
i n t o debt repeatedly: 

A n d the L a d i e s A i d Society , i t p r o m i s e d a l l 
the rest. 

B u t w h e n I see the sisters w o r k to raise the 
cash w h i c h lacks , 
I somet imes feel the c h u r c h is b u i l t o n 
w o m e n ' s t ired backs; 



A n d somet imes I can ' t h e l p t h i n k i n g , w h e n 
we reach the regions blest; 
T h a t m e n w i l l get the t o i l a n d s w e a t — a n d 
the L a d i e s A i d the rest. 

In a l l seriousness, S h i r l e y D a v y offers some sug
gest ions for r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d r e t h i n k i n g the 
role of w o m e n i n the U n i t e d C h u r c h w h i c h are 
b o t h s p e c i f i c a n d s t i m u l a t i n g . W h y n o t focus 
g r o u p s o n p a r t i c u l a r needs ins tead of l u m p i n g 
a l l w o m e n i n t o one g r o u p ? W h y n o t create a 
w o m e n ' s s u p p o r t s tructure i n s i d e the n a t i o n a l 
c h u r c h staff? W h a t a b o u t a n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a 
t i o n of w o m e n w i t h a n a d m i n s t r a t i v e presence 
a n d a r e g u l a r p r i n t e d voice? T h e s e a n d o ther 
suggest ions (on p p . 76 to 80) are a g o l d m i n e . 

B u t a l o n g s i d e the i n s i g h t s are the f l a w s . T h e 
b o o k is d i s j o i n t e d , w h e n it c o u l d have been a 
readable , in tegrated study w i t h several i m p o r 
tant theses c a r e f u l l y f leshed out . It c o u l d have 
been h u m a n i s t i c , its ana lys i s based o n a real 
s y m p a t h y w i t h the p r o b l e m s a n d p r e d i c a m e n t s 
of the actors ; ins tead it is f e m i n i s t , w i t h a some
t imes c o n f u s e d focus o n the a p p o r t i o n m e n t of 
p o w e r a n d a n embarrassed a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t of 
the p r a c t i c a l a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s of w o m e n i n the 
c h u r c h . 
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S i n c e the re-emergence of f e m i n i s m i n the late 
'60's a n d early '70's, there has been a need for a 
d i c t i o n a r y of m y t h , r i t u a l , a n d r e l i g i o n as they 
relate to a n d affect w o m e n , a n i n c l u s i v e reference 
c o m p e n d i u m a l o n g the l ines of the u s u a l encyc
l o p e d i a o f r e l i g i o n . The Woman's Encyclopedia 
of Myths and Secrets o b v i o u s l y seeks to f i l l that 
g a p , to p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n o n a l m o s t every 

m y t h i c a n d r e l i g i o u s subject w o m e n m i g h t be 
interested i n . 

A u t h o r B a r b a r a W a l k e r is to be c o m m e n d e d 
o n the scope a n d a m b i t i o n of her w o r k . She has 
p u l l e d together a n e n o r m o u s a m o u n t of mate
r i a l based o n a n extens ive b i b l i o g r a p h y ( w h i c h 
she a p p e n d s ) , a n d she has o r g a n i z e d it a l p h a b e t 
i c a l l y w i t h cross - re ferenc ing as needed. In m a n y 
of the rea l ly i m p o r t a n t entries (for e x a m p l e , 
" E v e , " " I s h t a r , " " I s i s , " " K a l i M a , " " S e x , " 
" T h e o l o g y " ) , W a l k e r q u o t e s l i b e r a l l y f r o m her 
sources. I n others she s u m m a r i z e s t h e m . A t the 
e n d of each entry she l ists the sources by a u t h o r . 
T h e l a y o u t of the b o o k is p l e a s i n g to the eye, 
w i t h easy-to-read m a r g i n a l glosses t a k i n g the 
p lace of c r a m p e d footnotes . T h e art ic les vary i n 
l e n g t h , b u t o n o c c a s i o n they are i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
l o n g or short . W h e r e a p p r o p r i a t e , l i n e d r a w i n g s 
a c c o m p a n y the entry , a n d there are n u m e r o u s 
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e i l l u s t r a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t . 

W i t h o u t d o u b t the b o o k is u s e f u l a n d interest
i n g , for i t p u l l s together a great deal of desparate 
evidence a n d presents m u c h p r e v i o u s l y u n a v a i l 
able m a t e r i a l i n one eas i ly c o n s u l t e d v o l u m e . 
P a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g to W o m e n ' s S t u d i e s 
scholars w i l l be the b i b l i o g r a p h y ( w i t h strange 
l a c u n a e but reasonably c o m p l e t e to 1981/82) 
a n d the l i s ted sources of entries. H o w e v e r , it is 
precise ly W a l k e r ' s sources a n d her use of t h e m 
w i t h w h i c h I have d i f f i c u l t y . 

A n y W o m e n ' s S tudies s c h o l a r w i s h i n g to d is 
cover evidence a b o u t goddesses, w o m e n ' s m y t h s , 
r i t u a l s , a n d r e l i g i o n s , w o m e n ' s mysteries a n d 
s u c h m u s t d o , p r i m a r i l y , " m a r g i n a l " w o r k . She 
m u s t c o n s u l t for the m o s t p a r t m a l e - o r i g i n a t e d 
t r a n s l a t i o n s , h is tor ies , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l reports 
a n d other s u c h source m a t e r i a l ; she m u s t read 
between the l i n e s , p a y c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n to notes 
a n d other m a r g i n a l i a , a s s i d u o u s l y e x a m i n e tex
tua l a p p a r a t u s , a n d be o n g u a r d for e d i t o r i a l 
s l i p s , s i g n i f i c a n t o m i s s i o n s , tel l - tale e x p l a n a 
t ions . In shor t , she m u s t become a s c h o l a r l y 
detective. O n l y t h e n m a y she be ready to present 


