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T h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f e s s a y s , l i k e many o t h e r 

p u b l i c a t i o n s about women d u r i n g I n t e r 

n a t i o n a l Women's Y e a r , smacks o f t h e 

o p p o r t u n i s m o f government b u r e a u c r a c i e s 

who f i n a n c e such works i n the hope of 

s a t i s f y i n g w i t h a few crumbs what r e a l l y 

c a l l s f o r a much l a r g e r and more r a d i c a l 

s o l u t i o n . Women i n the Canadian M o s a i c , 

i f i t can be s a i d t o a d v o c a t e a n y t h i n g , 

s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f the f e 

m i n i n e v a l u e s o f n u r t u r i n g and p r e s e r v i n g 

l i f e in human s o c i e t y w i l l r e s u l t i n a 

r a d i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t s o c i e t y . I n v o k i n g 

t h e g h o s t o f N e l l i e M cClung, e d i t o r 

Matheson and some o f the c o n t r i b u t o r s 

a c c e p t t h e s o l u t i o n o f t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e 

wing o f t h e s u f f r a g e movement f o r t h e 

problems not o n l y o f women but o f t h e 

e n t i r e s o c i e t y . T h i s " f e m i n i z a t i o n " o f 

s o c i e t y i s based on a shaky a n a l y s i s o f 

women as a " c l a s s " , a c a t e g o r y t h a t i s 

m e r e l y a s s e r t e d , never d i s c u s s e d . 

Readers e x p e c t i n g a f e m i n i s t v e r s i o n o f 

John P o r t e r ' s V e r t i c a l M o s a i c wi11 not 

f i n d a c l o s e s t u d y o f woman's p o s i t i o n 

among c l a s s and s t a t u s groups but r a t h e r 

a hodge-podge o f a r t i c l e s , f o u r o f them 

h i s t o r i c a l and e l e v e n o f a more contem

p o r a r y and p e r s o n a l n a t u r e . The " m o s a i c " 

of t h e t i t l e r e f e r s m e r e l y to the v a r i e 

t i e s o f women's e x p e r i e n c e s i n Canada. 

The f i f t e e n e s s a y s a r e accompanied by an 

a p p e n d i x o f women's c e n t r e s and newspapers 

and a v e r y b r i e f b i b l i o g r a p h y . 

Of the f o u r h i s t o r i c a l a r t i c l e s , t h r e e a n 

s i m p l e n a r r a t i v e s and o n l y one t a k e s any 

k i n d o f c r i t i c a l s t a n c e . By f a r t h e b e s t 

Gorham's p i e c e on the Canadian s u f f r a g i s t ! 

examines d i f f e r e n c e s between the B r i t i s h , 

Canadian and , t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t , the 

American movements. She c h a l l e n g e s t h e 

c o n v e n t i o n a l n o t i o n o f m a t e r n a l f e m i n i s m 

as an e x p l a n a t o r y d e v i c e w h i l e e x p l o r i n g 

t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between the f r o n t i e r and 

f e m i n i s m . I r o n i c a l l y , her a r t i c l e s h a r p 

l y u n d e r c u t s t h e v e r y ground upon which 

t h e e d i t o r s t a n d s . Other h i s t o r i c a l a r 

t i c l e s i n c l u d e : Lang and Matheson's use

f u l , but r a t h e r s u p e r f i c i a l , b i o g r a p h i c a l 

s k e t c h o f McClung; P e s t i e a u ' s n a r r a t i v e 

of t h e development o f t h e Quebec s u f 

f r a g e movement, and Macpherson and S e a r s ' 

a c c o u n t o f t h e h i s t o r y o f the V o i c e o f 

Women. The l a s t p i e c e r e v e a l s t h e v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t r o l e o f l o b b y i n g groups on t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , a l b e i t w i t h i n the 

same framework o f women as t h e c o n s c i e n c e 

of h u manity. 

The contemporary a r t i c l e s on t h e whole 

a r e v a s t l y more d i s t u r b i n g . B a r e l y a 

nod i s g i v e n t o w o r k i n g c l a s s women and 

t h e i r s t r u g g l e s . The o n l y a r t i c l e s w hich 

t o u c h on t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e x p e r i e n c e 

even p e r i p h e r a l l y d e a l w i t h i m m i g r a n t s , 

u n i o n s and farm w i v e s . A l b e r r o and 

Montero o u t l i n e t h e d i f f e r e n t immig

r a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e s o f p e a s a n t , r u r a l 

E c u a d o r i a n women as compared t o u r b a n , 

p r o f e s s i o n a l Uruguayan women when they 

reach Canada. Grace Hartman o f the 

Canadian Union of P u b l i c Employees speaks 



f o r women i n the t r a d e u n i o n movement. 

She draws a t t e n t i o n t o the s m a l l number 

o f u n i o n i z e d women ( o n l y 23.5% o f work

ing women) and s t r e s s e s t h e need t o edu

c a t e male u n i o n members. Hartman sug

g e s t s t h a t the normal c h a n n e l s o f p r o 

m o t i o n w i t h i n t h e u n i o n s may have t o be 

ig n o r e d t e m p o r a r i l y so t h a t women can 

c a t c h up. The p l i g h t o f t h e farm w i f e 

i s v i v i d l y d e s c r i b e d by Norma T a y l o r o f 

th e N a t i o n a l Farmers U n i o n ; she demon

s t r a t e s e x a c t l y how t h e law and p o l i c i e s 

o f t h e government and i t s a g e n c i e s keep 

t h e f a r m w i f e i n a dependent economic 

p o s i t i o n . 

T h r e e a r t i c l e s d e a l w i t h f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n . 

F i o n a N e l s o n p u r p o r t s t o d i s c u s s sex-

s t e r e o t y p i n g i n the s c h o o l s but much o f 

th e a r t i c l e a c t u a l l y p r e s e n t s a c o n f u s e d 

a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l d e f e n c e o f the "excep

t i o n a l woman." I f one c o u l d o n l y change-

a t t i t u d e s , she a r g u e s , women could be pro 

moted t o h i g h e r p o s i t i o n s i n t h e s c h o o l s . 

F r a n c e s W i l s o n a l s o harps on t h e need t o 

change a t t i t u d e s t h r o u g h t h e development 

o f women's s t u d i e s c o u r s e s . From her ex

p e r i e n c e as a community c o l l e g e t e a c h e r , 

W i l s o n laments t h a t women's s t u d i e s has 

become an i s o l a t e d c o n t e n t a r e a r a t h e r 

than a new m e t h o d o l o g i c a l a p p r o a c h . What 

she f a i l s t o p o i n t out i s the need, i n 

t h e s e t i m e s o f t i g h t f u n d i n g , f o r the 

i n t e g r a t i o n o f women's s t u d i e s w i t h i n t he 

e s t a b l i s h e d d i s c i p l i n e s . As t h e " e x t r a s " 

i n c o u r s e c u r r i c u l u m s a r e c u t , women's 

s t u d i e s r i s k s a premature d e a t h . W i l s o n 

warns a g a i n s t p o l i t i c a l p r o p a g a n d i z i n g 

t h r o u g h women's s t u d i e s and a d v o c a t e s a 

f e n c e - s i t t i n g p o s i t i o n t o a v o i d t he p i t 

f a l l s o f "male p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s i s . " On 

the c o n t r a r y , I would s u g g e s t t h a t such 

programs a r e i n t r i n s i c a l l y p o l i t i c a l . 

They a l s o become p o l i t i c a l f o o t b a l l s , 

t h a t i s , t h e y p r o v i d e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s 

w i t h " p r o o f " t h a t something i s b e i n g done 

f o r women. As J i l l V i c k e r s p o i n t s o u t i n 

her c l e a r a n a l y s i s o f t h e p o s i t i o n o f wo

men w i t h i n a c a d e m i a , the advancement o f 

women depends on p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . As 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f t h e Ca n a d i a n A s s o c i a t i o n 

o f U n i v e r s i t y T e a c h e r s , V i c k e r s under

s t a n d s t h a t a t t i t u d e s w i l l n ot change 

u n t i l a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n s d o . Her t e n 

t a t i v e s u g g e s t i o n o f a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n 

programs s h o u l d be examined w i t h g r e a t 

c a u t i o n however. As L a u r e l R i t c h i e p o i n t s 

o u t i n a c r i t i q u e i n T h i s Magazine ( V o l . 

10, no. 1, Feb.-Mar. 1976, pp. 2 5 - 2 7 ) , 

a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n was not d e f i n e d by t h e 

women's movement. " I t s h i s t o r i c a l d e f i 

n i t i o n was molded by c o r p o r a t i o n s and 

governments. And t h a t d e f i n i t i o n i s a 

d a n g e r o u s l y narrow one." The danger i n 

a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n l i e s i n i t s v e r y l i m i 

t e d a s s i s t a n c e t o s m a l l s e c t o r s o f women 

in e l i t e pos i t i o n s . 

P o l i t i c a l a c t i o n and power a r e t h e s u b j e c t 

o f Rosemary Brown's speech r e p r i n t e d h e r e . 

Brown s u g g e s t s t h a t women have v e r y d i f 

f e r e n t u n d e r s t a n d i n g s o f p o l i t i c s and 

power. The i m p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s speech 

i s not f a r from t h e e d i t o r ' s e ssay on 

McClung: namely t h a t women w i l l somehow 

p u r i f y and improve the p u b l i c s p h e r e . 

Brown c h a s t i s e s t h e s u f f r a g i s t s f o r f a i l 

ing t o see t h e long term b a t t l e t o be 

waged but she h e r s e l f r e p l i c a t e s a n o t h e r 



o f t h e i r e r r o r s : t h a t o f s e e i n g women as 

p o l i t i c a l l y p u r e r c r e a t u r e s . 

The two women a r t i s t s i n t h e Canadian 

M o s a i c have r a d i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t a s s e s s 

ments o f t h e r o l e o f f e m i n i s m i n a r t . 

W h i l e Atwood s t e e r s c l e a r o f p o l i t i c a l 

i n v o l v e m e n t as d e t r i m e n t a l t o a r t , 

K a n t a r o f f v i e w s f e m i n i s m as a t o o l f o r 

l i b e r a t i n g women a r t i s t s . Both p o s i 

t i o n s a r e p r o b l e m a t i c . W h i l e Atwood 

p i n p o i n t s some o f t h e problems o f f e m i 

n i s t a r t , her o v e r a l l a t t i t u d e d e n i e s 

t h a t a r t i s shaped by a n d , i n t u r n , 

shapes c u l t u r e . K a n t a r o f f , on t h e o t h e r 

hand, p r e s e n t s a r a t h e r c o n f u s e d a n a l y s i s 

o f c u l t u r e . She f i r s t p o s t u l a t e s t h a t 

a l l c u l t u r e i s male-dominated but then 

a d v o c a t e s t h e r e d i s c o v e r y o f a femal e 

c u l t u r e which c a n n ot e x i s t w i t h i n her 

framework. In a d d i t i o n t o t h i s c o n t r a 

d i c t o r y s t a n c e she v e n t u r e s beyond her 

competency w i t h i n a c c u r a t e h i s t o r i c a l 

a l l u s i o n s and an a l l - t o o - e a s y d i s m i s s a l 

o f F r e u d . 

Lynne T e a t h e r ' s c o n c l u d i n g a r t i c l e , 

t i t l e d "The F e m i n i s t M o s a i c , " r e c o u n t s 

t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e women's movement o f 

t h e 1960
1

s and 1970's. T e a t h e r ' s p e r 

f u n c t o r y and u n c o n v i n c i n g bow t o Cana

d i a n n a t i o n a l i s m l e a d s her t o p o s t u l a t e 

a vag.ue "woman's t r a d i t i o n " stemming 

from Moodie and P a r r T r a i l l . Canada's 

r e g i o n a l i s m has c o n t r i b u t e d t o a decen

t r a l i z e d movement, but as T e a t h e r h e r 

s e l f l a t e r a d m i t s , t h e b a s i s o f t h e 

f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f t h e movement a l s o l i e s 

i n i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s w h i c h 

d i v i d e t h e v a r i o u s f a c t i o n s . The New 

L e f t i n the U.S., Canada and Quebec p l a y e 

a c r u c i a l r o l e i n the re s p o n s e s o f a l l 

f a c e t s o f the woman's movement and s h o u l d 

not be u n d e r e s t i m a t e d . T e a t h e r i s a l s o 

somewhat r e l u c t a n t t o c r e d i t t he U.S. 

women's movement w i t h a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e 

i n c a t a l y z i n g Canadian women t o a c t i o n . 

What emerges from t h i s l a s t a r t i c l e , and 

from t h e tone o f the book g e n e r a l l y , i s 

a p l u r a l i s t v i s i o n o f the women's move

ment wh i c h l e a v e s f a r too many u n e x p l o r e d 

a r e a s and unanswered q u e s t i o n s . Why d i d 

t h e movement f a i l so a b y s m a l l y t o a t t r a c t 

w o r k i n g c l a s s s u p p o r t ? Why has so l i t t l e 

t h e o r e t i c a l work been done? How does 

c l a s s a f f e c t the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a u n i f i e d 

women's movement? Can the s p l i n t e r i n g o f 

th e movement be mended and how? I t i s 

c e r t a i n l y not enough t o app e a l t o the 

example o f our " f o r e - m o t h e r s . " 

U J t i m a t e l y I f e e l t h a t c o l l e c t i o n s such 

as t h i s one do l i t t l e t o h e l p us out o f 

ou r c u r r e n t dilemma. Perhaps t h e y even 

c o m p l i c a t e our problems by a l l o w i n g us 

to p r e t e n d t h a t s i g n i f i c a n t p r o g r e s s i s 

be i n g made. What i s needed now i s more 

s e r i o u s e x a m i n a t i o n o f women w i t h i n . t h e 

Canadian s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , p a s t and p r e 

s e n t . The " a t t i t u d e s " t h a t p r e v e n t 

women from p a r t i c i p a t i n g f u l l y i n Cana

d i a n s o c i e t y a r e based on c l a s s and sex 

r e a l i t i e s t h a t we a r e o n l y b e g i n n i n g t o 

un d e r s t a n d and f o r which t h i s book i s o f 

1i t t 1 e , i f a n y , u s e . 

L i n d a K e a l e y 

U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o 


